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by Jo Duckles

WHEN Windsor Rugby Club approached 
the Revd Ainsley Swift and his curate, the 
Revd Kate Harrison asking if their church 
could provide a choir for their screening 
of the England versus Wales match, last 
month they  jumped at the chance.
   “Being a good Greenbelt participant I am 
no stranger to having 500 drunk people 
in a tent singing hymns,” said Kate. When 
I approached our choir they looked a bit 
bemused.”
   Despite this, the choir, under the 
leadership of music director, John 
Halsey, prepared for the event and went 
on to sing with gusto. The screening 
was not unlike the Beer and Hymns 
event at the Greenbelt Festival, which is 
always oversubscribed and sees hundreds 
of people belting out hymns while enjoying 
a pint or two.  

“There was a serious 
side to proceedings...”

   “I did think if the rugby club were asking 
us to come along as a church choir we 
would want to pray during the event. I 
did not think the rugby club would go for 
that but they said yes. I wrote some light 
prayers, asking God for grace for each side 
whether they win or lose,” says Kate.
   “It is the only time I have led 
intercessions when I have had to stop half 
way through to let the cheers die down.”
   There was a serious side to proceedings 
as the event opened with a time of silence 
to remember the tragic deaths of some 
young people from the club. “I think they 
were grateful for that,” says Kate, who 
went down so well at the club that she and 
Ainsley are now talking with the club 
about becoming chaplains. 

The prayers used that night
Dear Lord, who made Twickenham and Cardiff … and saw that 
they were good … watch over this game tonight.  
Give the players the will to win and the grace to play fairly.
Give their bodies strength and their hearts courage.
May the Welsh team be proud to be called men of Harlech and 
the English proud to be from the land of hope and glory.
   Make us, their faithful supporters, ready to celebrate whether 
it’s for our own team or with the supporters of the other team.  
And Lord, if it’s the other team celebrating, make them ready to 
buy the drinks.
   At this harvest time, oh Lord, may we remember that you 

made barley, hops and yeast for our enjoyment as we raise a 
glass in memory to all those faithful friends, sportsmen and 
supporters of the game, who have gone before us to the 
heavenly scrum.  (RAISE GLASS)  In a moment of silence we 
remember before God the names of those we miss.  (SILENCE)  
We thank you Lord for all they have meant to us and the 
precious memories that we will carry forever.  
   In our joy as we gather together and excitement for the game 
tonight, we offer these prayers to you, oh Lord, and … may the 
best team win!
Amen.

Tom Wood of England in action during the England versus Wales match.  Photo: Reuters/Reuters Staff. 

Beer and hymns in Windsor
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The Archbishop comes to Oxford

AS the Door was going to press, St Aldate’s Church in Oxford was preparing for a very special 
visitor, the Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Revd Justin Welby. It was expected to be 
standing room only at the city centre church where members of the congregation had been 
encouraged to bring friends who didn’t necessarily have an understanding of Christianity. The 
Archbishop was set to talk at the 6pm service. on Sunday 18 October, on What’s the Point of 
Faith in 21st Century Britain? For more on the Archbishop’s visit see www.staldates.org.uk

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, outside Lambeth Palace following his appointment in 
2012.  Photo: Picture Partnership. 

Celebrating Black History Month

PUPILS at John Henry Newman CE Academy in Oxford were challenged to 
find and research a black icon for Black History Month, which took place 
throughout October.    
   Jessica Chapman, from the school, said: “We asked them to find out  
about black icons, and we have been profiling them in our collective 
worship throughout October.” 
   Barack Obama, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, and Mo Farah were 
among the famous figures who have been included in a display in the 
school. 

St Agatha’s campaign to save its bells
A CAMPAIGN to raise £50,000 to save the 
church bells at St Agatha’s, Brightwell-cum-
Sotwell in Oxfordshire is underway.
   The bells have rung out for 800 years to 
mark services, weddings, funerals and national 
occasions. The most famous is believed to be 
King George II’s visit in 1727. The village has a 
long-standing tradition of bell-ringing and the 
current team of ringers under Tower Captain 
Roy Thorpe spans many ages, both male and 
female.
   David Greasby, Building Committee chairman, 
said: “The bells have to be removed and taken 
away for restoration and retuning, whilst the 
framework supporting the bells in the church 
tower needs refurbishing”.
   Fundraising chairman Tony Lascelles said: 
“The bells are an important aspect of the 

village’s heritage; they would be a sad loss to 
our community. We will raise the funds through 
a combination of personal donations, local 
fundraising activities and grants”.
   David added that the church is hoping to 
have exceeded £40,000 very soon, but that 
they could not afford to become complacent. A 
safari supper was planned and £1,200 had been 
pledged in sponsorship for the organist who was 
limbering his fingers up ready to play for a solid 
three hours for the campaign. 
   He said: “The village community has really got 
behind us on this and we are confident we will 
raise the funds.”
   All donations to this appeal will be most 
gratefully accepted. For more information 
contact David on 01491 836943 or Tony 
Lascelles on 01491 837910.

CHILDREN from the 
Hendreds CE School in 
Oxfordshire are gearing up 
for their annual cross country 
running event with regular 
10-minute runs during the 
school day. 
   The school is following 
in the running steps of St 
Ninian’s Primary School in 
Stirling, which has made 
national headlines with its 
‘daily mile’ in which children 
put down their pencils and 
run a mile every day. The 
running is proven to help 
with fitness, concentration 
and prevent obesity.
   At the Hendreds, the 
running is done on top of a 
varied PE curriculum that 
includes judo and gymnastics.  
Chris Savage, who teaches 
years four and five, said: “We 
have been running November 
cross country running events 
on the land of a local farmer 
who has two children at the 
school. He clears any animals 
off the field and we get 
sponsorship every year,” says Chris. 
“We feel we are building a mental 
toughness in the children through 
the regular running. Although it’s 
only a mile, that can feel a long way 
if you are seven or eight. Regular 
running makes them more robust 
and in terms of fitness, it will be 
interesting to see the results of our 
cross country this year.” 
   The children are called to run just 

before or just after break, so the 
exercise does not interfere with 
lessons and to complete a mile, they 
must run 9.5 laps of the football 
pitch. 
   “We get them to run as far as they 
can within the 10 minutes and they 
record their own distance and see 
if they can better themselves. It’s a 
determined approach where they are 
all trying their hardest and the main 
thing is they are all up for it.” 

School children get ready to run

FOR over 150 years, the members of St 
James’s Church, New Bradwell have had to 
cross their legs during services, weddings 
and funerals or traipse their way through 
the churchyard in all weathers to a cold 
seat in the Community Centre – but not 
anymore.
   Thanks to the refurbishment of the 
vestry, the church now has two toilets, one 
with disabled and baby changing facilities 
which the members of the church, the 
wider community and our visitors can 
enjoy. It’s also the warmest place in the 
church!
  And to spread this joy a little further, 
the opening weekend of the new toilets 
included fundraising for Toilet Twinning 
www.toilettwinning.org – a Tearfund 
project which provides toilet facilities 
for some of the poorest communities in 
developing countries. 
   St James managed to raise a brilliant 
£425, enough for seven toilets to be built 
for communities who need them most.

The first flush of St James’s new loos
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Singing for Syrians

A CAROL concert initiative dreamt up by an 
Oxfordshire MP while she was in the bath is set 
to see events happening across the UK to help 
some of the most desperate people who are 
stuck in war-torn Syria.
   Churches are being encouraged to hold their 
own carol concert during December, in the 
national Singing for Syrians event. Victoria 
Prentis, the MP for North Oxfordshire, said: 
“We see lots of pictures on the television of 
young men from Syria travelling to Europe and 
only a few families. What worried me was the 
plight of the grandmothers and grandfathers 
and the people who don’t leave. They are in 
a bad position to start with, but they are in a 
worse position if their families have gone. I have 
a grandmother who is 92 and I was concerned 
about the older people in Syria.” 
   At that moment Victoria received a letter 
from the Hands Up Foundation, a charity 
formed in 2014 to help those in need in Syria. 
“I’d never heard of them but they are working 
on the ground in Syria, in Aleppo.” Singing for 
Syrians will see money raised at carol concerts 
going to the Hands Up Foundation (www.
handsupfoundation.org) and to Christian Aid 
(www.christianaid.org.uk). 
   “I felt that I had to do something about it. 
In the past I’d held carol concerts and raised 
£60,000 for the Oxford Children’s Hospital. 
With singing, everyone enjoys it, and I felt this 
was a movement I could start. A number of 
other MPs have got on board to help make it 
national and St James, Somerton, where I am 
the churchwarden, is joining in.”

   Bicester Churches Together are set to 
get involved and Steeple Aston church in 
Oxfordshire is also planning a service. The 
Somerton Advent concert will take place on 
6 December. “It’s our normal Advent carol 
service and we’ll pass around a donation bucket. 
We want to make this as easy for people as 
possible. They can simply pass around a bucket 
at one of their usual carol services, or organise a 
new special one.”
   Victoria is also arranging a big carol service at 
St Margaret’s, Westminster, on 15 December. 
Everyone is welcome and tickets are £10. 
   For your ‘How To’ pack, sponsorship 
opportunities and other enquiries please 
email: singingforsyrians@gmail.com or 
telephone: 01869 233685. 

All aboard the new learning bus

A NEW classroom on wheels has been driven into the grounds of Earley St 
Peters CE Primary School near Reading.  
   Visitors from the Diocese and Earley Town Council watched as the Mayor 
of Earley cut the red ribbon which celebrated the official opening of the 
new learning space, earlier this term. 
   Members of the newly elected school council marked the celebration by 
releasing an array of balloons into the sky. As last year’s school council had 
been so involved in the project, representatives were asked to talk about 
their role and memories of the day the bus arrived.   
   One of the year five pupils explained how he had been inspired 
to research and find buses for conversion.  The green fingers of  our 
gardening club also caught the eye of visitors, especially as boxes of 
flowers had been placed around the bottom of the bus. 
   Listen to headteacher, Hester Wooller, and a group of children tell the 
story of how the bus became a new learning space and why they enjoy 
having lessons on it at www.oxford.anglican.org/learningbus. 

Bletchingdon’s new school building
THE Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is pictured right 
blessing the new, £4m state-of-the-art 
building that opened to Bletchingdon CE 
School pupils at the start of this term. 

   Bishop Colin gave an assembly for 
children, staff and local dignitaries in 
the school hall (pictured right). Teachers 
had worked hard throughout the school 
holidays to get the new building in the 
small Oxfordshire villlage ready for the start 
of the autumn term. 

THE Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson, consecrated a new 
churchyard extension at St Dunstan’s, 
Monks Risborough recently.
   St Dunstan’s is the oldest recorded 
ecclesiastical parish in the country 
with a charter dating back to 903AD. 
Not only was it the consecration but 
the annual fun day in the church yard 
when Bishop Alan visited. 
   In 2009 it was decided that a piece 
of land, already conveyed to the 
church and left as scrub, should be 
integrated into the churchyard. An 
archaeological dig was carried out in 
summer 2013 by Chiltern Archeology, 
led by Jill Eyres. Many items were 
found including Roman and early 
medieval artefacts. Pits, ditches 
and gullies were uncovered showing 
occupation throughout the Stone, 
Bronze and Iron Ages, then through 
Roman and Saxon times.  This means 
that St Dunstan’s is an 11th century 
Church not a 12th Century one, as 

previously thought.
   Since then a path has been built, 
a wildlife meadow created and an 
environment for bugs and insects 
to thrive is being created as the 
land is being brought into use for 
burials. The boundary hedge has 
been treated similarly, using not 
only ‘Quickthorn’, but ‘Field Maple’, 
‘Dogwood’, and ‘Sweetbriar’. It will 
make a suitable habitat for birds, 
bees, and butterflies alike. Helping 
to organise and oversee this part of 
the project was Sara Redstone of The 
Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew.
   Bishop Alan commended everyone 
for their work.  He commented that 
this had been a community project 
in the parish and that it was a 
wonderful place to explore nature as 
well as to reflect and remember loved 
ones. It was a ‘living churchyard’ with 
its wildlife and shrubs, flowers and 
visitors.
Photo by Michael Fairall   

Consecrating a churchyardA girls’ football festival
by Jess Barker

IN October, thirteen Year 5 
and 6 girls from Wheatley CE 
Primary Academy took part in 
an FA Girls’ Football Festival 
along with many other schools 
around Oxfordshire. The girls 
took part in a wide variety of 
activities including refereeing 
workshops, freestyle skills 
sessions, reaction games, 
goalkeeping and football skills 
training, as well as having their 
hair braided, getting the school 
logo face painted on and of 
course, playing matches. 

The girls did really well in the 
matches, especially considering 
that many hadn’t played much 
or any football before, and won three out of 
their four matches. We also got the opportunity 
to meet and do a Q & A session with Oxford 
Women’s Super League players Kayleigh Hines 

and Kat Nutman, as well as getting autographs 
and having a selfie taken with them.
Jess Barker is the PE Co-ordinator at 
Wheatley CE Primary Academy. 
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explore what God 
might be calling you 
to be and to do

Public Lectures
Michaelmas Term 2015

Uploading Virtue?  Ethical Possibilities in a Digital Age
(Convenors:  Dr Isabella D. Bunn & Dr Nicholas Wood) 

2 November Doing Justice in a Digital Age 
  Jeff Aresty, Founder and President of the Internet Bar Association, Massachusetts

9 November Being ‘Human’ in a Digital Age
  Revd Dr Peter Phillips, Director of the CODEC Research Centre for Digital Theology, 
  St John’s College, University of Durham

16 November The Landscape and Ethical Dimensions of Crowdfunding
  Dr John Hoffmire, Director of the Impact Bond Fund, Saïd Business School, 
  University of Oxford; Co-Founder and Chairman, Progress Through Business

23 November Balancing Individual Rights and Security for the Well-being of the Online Persona 
  Dr Mariarosaria Taddeo, President of the International Association for Computing  
  and Philosophy; Researcher, Oxford Internet Institute, University of Oxford

30 November Identity and Community in an Online World
         Revd Dr Ian O’Harae, Dean for Academic and Regional Development, 
  Morling College, Sydney; Visiting Scholar, Canterbury Christ Church University

Mondays at 5.00 pm
Regent’s Park College

Pusey Street
Oxford, OX1 2LBwww.rpc.ox.ac.uk

 

 
Christ Church Cathedral School 

Be a Chorister for the Day 
Saturday 30th January 2016 

 
If you have a son aged six to eight who would like to 

attend the day or come for a voice trial,   

please contact Caroline Gill on 07815 776043  

the Door, November 2015, page 4
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THIS autumn, Traidcraft is 
urging people  to buy fair 
trade with its ‘Show You Care’ 
campaign.  
   The Fair Trade company is 
highlighting the work of its 
producers in poorer parts of 
the world, like Swaziland’s 
Chilli Grandmas (right).
   Swaziland has the world’s 
highest HIV rate, with many 
people dying in their 30s 
and 40s and childcare 
responsibilities falling to 
grandparents.  The nine Chilli 
Grandmas are all members 
of the Mavubetse Cooperative  supplying produce to the company,  Black Mamba, 
which produces sauces and pestos that are sold through Traidcraft. 
    Their nickname stems from their work growing chillis for Black Mamba. This forms 
a vital part of their income and has helped to transform their lives and those of the 
children they care for. They also grow tomatoes, spinach, green peppers, cabbages 
and onions – for themselves, their families, and to sell locally.  
     Ntombi Ndlovu, one of the grandmas, said: “My grandchildren are the best thing 
to me. The chillis we grow are very special – we don’t use fertilisers or anything; we 
just grow organic chillis for Black Mamba.” 
    Anyone interested in purchasing from the Black Mamba range can visit Traidcraft’s 
online store, www.traidcraftshop.co.uk, as well as buying from Fair Traders and 
Traidcraft stockists across the country. 
   The Black Mamba range is among the various food, clothes, jewellery and toy 
products stocked by Traidcraft. And Traidcraft has generously offered us two 
£20 vouchers as prizes in this month’s draw. To be in with a chance of winning, 
answer the following question: What is the name of the company that the Chilli 
Grandmas grow chillis for? Send you answers to Traidcraft competition, the Door, 
Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday 
6 November. 

Win Traidcraft vouchers Uniting faiths with collaborative jazz 
by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher

In one of those strange 
coincidences of life I 
recently spent two very 
enjoyable evenings 

listening to some very good jazz 
players making music together.
   The first were the Berakah 
Players.  These are people from 
a mixture of faith backgrounds 
(Muslim, Jewish and Christian) 
who had come to Oxford at the 
invitation of Imam Monawar 
Hussein as part of his ongoing work to 
bring all of us that much closer together. 
How far it fulfils that aim is, of course, 
unquantifiable – not least because, I 
suspect, all of those there were committed 
to building stronger communities in 
any case – but the fact that you cannot 
measure its benefits directly does not 
invalidate its purpose and I am immensely 
grateful to all those who keep reminding 
us of the significance of building and 
maintaining friendships across differing 
faith traditions in our City, and Diocese.
   The second evening was at St Giles, 
Oxford as part of their Jazz at St Giles 
www.jazzatstgiles.com series.  The 
purpose of these is both to open up 
the church to this art form and to raise 
money for St Giles’ church work with the 
homeless and to charities supporting 
children in war-torn countries of the 
world.  It succeeded well on both counts.  

More evenings are planned this month and 
next and I warmly commend them.
   What I noticed on both evenings was 
the intensity with which the performers 
looked to each other.  Creating good jazz 
can clearly only be done by people who are 
very skilled on their own instrument but 
who also keep a very close watch on what 
their colleagues are doing. There must be 
a parallel and a parable there for when we 
are entering into complex debates as a 
Church.
The Rt Revd  Colin Fletcher is the Acting 
Bishop of Oxford.

Competition winners
The winners of last month’s 
competition are Margaret Turner from 
Chesham; Brenda Wright from Henley 
and Eileen Clark from Torquay.  They 
will all receive a copy of Cathedrals of 
the Church of England by Janet Gough.

Resources

by Geoff Maughan

In this new book about spiritual 
direction Liz Hoare writes with an 
insider’s understanding.  She knows 
the work and feel of this one-to-

one ministry of accompanying people on 
their spiritual journeys.  She moves easily 
between the voice of the “director” and 
the shoes of the “directee” as she explores 
the connections between this work and its 
roots in the Bible.  
   As someone who has just completed a 
one-year introductory course to becoming 
a spiritual director, I found this a very 
helpful and interesting discussion of the 
many ways in which scripture lies at the 
heart of this role.  The Bible is full of 
stories of people who are looking for God 
as they face real personal struggles, and 
God is there too waiting to meet them.

“Did not our hearts 
burn within us as he 
opened the scriptures to 
us?”

   In 138 pages she provides a map of 
the territory across which the journeys 
of spiritual direction can travel.  Her 
particular focus is on how people draw on 
the Christian scriptures. She engages in a 
gentle conversation with a wide spectrum 
of different readers: those who might not 
see big links between direction and the 
Bible, and those who are wary of reading 
the Bible in ways that use the imagination 

and 
reflection 
on 
experience.        
Her own 
spiritual life 
has been 
nourished 
by the 
scriptures 
and she 
suggests 
many ways 
in which 
they can 
speak to 
us: images, 
metaphor, 
pictures, 
prayers and story.  She explores the use of 
questions (very common in the Bible), the 
importance of listening in silence and the 
dangers of inappropriate use of scripture.  
   She introduces us to a range of models 
commonly used in spiritual direction and 
highlights the way that the Bible is used in 
these approaches, drawing on the methods 
of the desert fathers, Ignatius, Benedict, 
the puritans and the Oxford Movement.
   Central to her case is the person of 
Jesus himself, the great model of how to 
have spiritual conversations with people: 
his attentiveness to God and the person 
in front of him; his use of questions; 
his emotional empathy; his perceptive 
discernment; and his own rootedness in 
scripture - “Did not our hearts burn within 
us as he opened the scriptures to us?”
   In an age where religion is out and 
spirituality is in, this field of ministry is 
increasing in popularity and significance.  
Liz has provided us with an important 
guide.
The Revd Canon Geoff Maughan is the 
Vicar of Cumnor in Oxfordshire. 

Using the Bible in Spiritual 
Direction
Liz Hoare
SPCK £14.99

by Pam de Wit

I found this book moving and exciting. 
The title is inspired by the spirituality 
of St Francis of Assisi and his 
Canticle of the Sun: Laudato si’ mi 

Signore cum tutte le Tue creature – Praised 
be you, my Lord, through all your creatures. 
We may know this better as the hymn.
   This small book is big and rich in 
content. It is about caring for the 
environment, but it does much more 
than most other books on this subject. 
It takes climate science and economics 
seriously, but it reaches further than usual 
because it also looks at our world from a 
theological standpoint.    

“...faith provides a 
different perspective on 
our modern problems...”

   Laudato Si’ is a ‘papal encyclical’, which 
usually means a letter to Catholic bishops 
to guide them in their ministry. This time, 
however, Pope Francis has decided to 
speak to everyone. He writes in the style 
of a thoughtful newspaper. The title is in 
Italian, not the usual Latin, and the book 
has been translated into clear, readable 
English. 
   The first chapter looks unflinchingly 
at pollution, waste, climate change, 
degradation of land, scarcity of water and 
destruction of species, plus decline in the 
quality of human life and the breakdown 
of society. Pope Francis is concerned 
with the inequalities that make all these 

problems 
worse for the 
poorest people.
   He believes 
that faith 
provides a 
different 
perspective on 
our modern 
problems, a 
perspective 
that science 
and economics 
cannot offer. 
Chapter two is 
based on biblical insights and Christian 
tradition (sometimes critically re-
assessed). In chapter three we are shown 
human power unlimited in the present-
day world.  In this world, technology is 
power, and our selfishness and greed 
blind us to the real costs of our so-called 
‘progress’.   A very different approach, in 
which every part of creation is respected, 
is explored in chapter five. Here and 
in chapter six Pope Francis looks for 
attitudes and actions that will bring about 
real improvements in both environment 
and society.  He is clear about the practical 
actions that could be taken by individuals 
and governments, but he knows the real 
problem lies deeper, and he is aiming for 
nothing less than a change of heart.
   In the end this is a hopeful book (a 
rather rare thing). It finishes with prayer, 
and on a note of rejoicing in God’s final 
purposes for the world, but the way to 
hope is by way of ‘this lengthy reflection 
which has been both joyful and troubling’. 
I hope you will read it. Be prepared to be 
both joyful and troubled. 

This is an edited version of a review 
from Earth and Faith, an environment 
group in Faringdon, Oxfordshire. 

Laudato Si - On Care for our 
Common Home 
Pope Francis
Catholic Truth Society £4.95
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For more information call 01442 236020
www.bmcare.co.uk

B&M CARE ARE A TRUSTED FAMILY RUN CARE HOMES PROVIDER 
WITH 40 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE OF CARING FOR OLDER PEOPLE.

�   Purpose built private care homes for older people
�   Exclusive locations
�   24hr person centred care and support from experienced staff
�   Specialist dementia care in safe, purpose designed environments
�   Short stay, respite and holiday breaks available
�   Fully inclusive dining and laundry services
�   Affordable fully inclusive weekly rates
�   B&M Care have an industry envied staff training programme

Providers of quality 
residential and dementia  
care homes for older people

Coming 
Soon

Bury Lodge Knotty Green 
01442 236020 info@bmcare.co.uk 
Chesham Bois Manor Chesham     
01494 783w194 chesham@bmcare.co.uk 
Lakeside Reading    
01189 268369 lakeside@bmcare.co.uk 
White Plains Denham 
01895 832190 whiteplains@bmcare.co.uk 
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Bury Lodge, Knotty Green, Beaconsfield 
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Ryeview Manor  Wycombe   
01494 761586 ryeview@bmcare.co.uk
St Lukes Caversham 
01189 461424 stlukes@bmcare.co.uk
St Leonards Aylesbury     
01296 337765 stleonards@bmcare.co.uk

Interested in a worthwhile career in care?  
Then visit www.bmcare.co.uk for further details
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Around the Deaneries - Abingdon

by Jo Duckles

THE Abingdon Deanery is a patch of South 
Oxfordshire that is growing rapidly.
    “That’s having a significant impact on all 
of our communities,” said the Revd Richard 
Zair, the Area Dean, when I met him at the 
vicarage in Marcham, which doubles up as 
a parish office. 
   In Kingston Bagpuize there are plans for 
more than 800 new homes, with 200 in 
the pipeline for Marcham. The Damascus 
Group (Drayton, Appleford, Milton, Sutton 
Courtenay, and Steventon) is growing by 
at least 4,000 new homes. The group has 
a vacancy and while there is a proposal 
to appoint a house-for-duty priest, 
Richard says it’s difficult to plan ahead in 
a situation that is so dynamically in flux. 
There is also a proposal for 1,000 new 
homes to swell the community between 
North Abingdon and Radley. 
   “At the moment parishes are planning 
how to welcome those moving into the 
new housing areas. All sorts of things are 
being proposed on an individual parish 

basis,” says Richard.
   “The South Abingdon development, 
where the most houses are being proposed, 
is where we need to think more radically. 
One of the key issues is how our rural 
churches can keep up with the growth.”
   Abingdon town is the main centre of   
population and employment. It’s a large 
market town surrounded by smaller rural 
communities that are very different in 
character.  In the town, the majority of 
people work in retail or health care, while 
in the more rural areas, there is more 
farming.  One significant development is 
the South Oxford Crematorium between 
Frilford and Grove. “It saves a lot of travel 

time because we used to have 
to go all the way to the Oxford 
Crematorium for funerals.” 
   As Area Dean, Richard has 
the responsibility of providing 
pastoral support to clergy, 
working with the Deanery 
standing committee and 
maintaining communications 
between the deanery, the 
archdeacon and the bishop. 
   “We are helping Synod 
through the process of a new 
Deanery Mission Action Plan 
and we have been quite radical 
in the way we have approached 
it this time. It’s started from 
the grass roots, hearing from 
each parish about their plans. 
   “From those individual 
parish Mission Action Plans we 
have put together a summary 
document highlighting where 
the key areas are going to 
be for the deanery in the 
next five years. It’s a work in 
progress that can easily be referred to and 
reviewed.”
   Richard has been the Vicar of Marcham 
with Shippon for six-and-a-half years 
and says it is a privilege to be there. “It’s 
a lovely congregation here in Marcham 
and Shippon. We have a cracking team of 
lay people who help to run services and 
activities through the week and a growing 

children’s and youth ministry. 
   “One of the key decisions for our PCC 
is whether to take on a youth minister 
to work with the growing number of 
teenagers we have in the church, to look 
after their growth and discipleship. We 
already employ a children’s worker, a 
parish administrator and an old people’s 
worker. For a relatively small rural parish 
there’s a lot going on.”

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Richard Zair 
Lay Chair: Neil Rowe 
Clergy:  26 
Churches: 27 
Benefices:  12

A TEAM of  100 leaders (aged between 
12 and 85) held a jungle/island themed 
holiday club at Christ Church Abingdon this 
summer for 130 children. The Good Book 
company’s Epic Explorers material was used 
along with the4points.com 

(www.the4points.com) over four mornings. 
Heather Hughes, who led the event said: 
“The four points have four symbols that 
help you tell the Christian story. At the end 
the children received  wrist bands and we 
had a big barbecue and celebration.”

Jungle fun in Abingdon 

by Pam McKellen

DON’T forget the paints, the baby bath, 
the glitter and glue. And the food, the 
coffee pots and the sticky labels. The 
other churches in our benefice have 
held Messy Churches for some years 
and, hearing of their enthusiasm, we 
decided to try it.  We wanted something 
that would draw in other families in the 
village. 
    We laughed and talked. The apple 
bobbers got wet and the collage makers 
got covered in glue, people washed paint 
off their feet and others drank coffee and 
ate pastries.  
   Then we worshipped and thanked God 
that we are part of his family and learned 
we need to stay joined to him if we are 
going to live fruitful lives.  We ended 
with the messy grace and a loud Amen. 

The Revd Pam McKellen is the 
Rector of Radley, Sunningwell and 
Kennington. 

Getting messy in Radley 
CELEBRATION services aimed at families are going from strength to strength in 
Drayton.
   The Revd Rebecca Peters, the Priest-in-Charge of St Peter’s, Drayton, launched a 
termly Messy Church last November, with crafts and a puppet show.
   Now, as well as the Messy Church, Rebecca runs regular Celebrations, giving 
children the chance to run around, play games and other fun activities as well as 
worship on Sundays. “We’ve also got a weekly mums’ Bible study. There are four to 
five women who bring their children each week,” says Rebecca, who is also hoping 
to launch a parenting course in the village. “The aim is to give mums the chance to 
increase their confidence as parents,” she added.

Family work going from strength to strength 

TURNING into the car park on the 
morning of my interview I was greeted 
by a large pack of beagles wagging me 
a welcome. Life here was going to be 
different from the bustle of the suburbs of 
West London where I had just completed 
my curacy. 
   The parish I had served covered quite 
a small area but with a densely packed 
and diverse population. I was used to the 
noise of planes and the hum of traffic and 
I certainly never needed a torch to find my 
way to an evening meeting. But during my 
training at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, my 
husband Malcolm and I felt increasingly 
drawn to the Oxford area and to the 
possibilities of more rural ministry. 
   Of course, the context is different. I 
am working part time as part of a team 
serving three villages, with Oxford and 
Abingdon close by. Here there is more 
space, both in time and place, which 
provides new opportunities and different 
dimensions for life and ministry. I am 
thankful for the gift of being close to 
so much countryside and I am enjoying 
getting to know the people and the area. 

   In London 
we were a 
few minutes 
from the 
Thames 
and here in 
Kennington 
we are also 
just a few 
flaps of 
a duck’s 
wings to its 
banks. So a 
walk by the river remains a regular event, 
and serves as a punctuation mark to the 
rhythm of life. I am reminded that though 
the context and challenges may differ, the 
aim of our journey is the same: to walk 
in the company of Jesus, our Lord and 
Saviour; to learn more of his love for us 
and to encourage those whom we come 
across along the way.
The Revd Alison Mathew, Associate 
Minister in the Benefice of Radley, 
Sunningwell and Kennington.

Moving to the country 
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name for USPG
Registered charity 
number 234518

Donate at www.weareUs.org.uk/
europe or phone 020 7921 2200.

Europe 
refugee crisis
The Diocese in Europe has 
nominated Us to receive your 
donations.

Please hold a collection in your 
parish; your gifts will provide 
emergency healthcare, food 
and shelter.

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

   
 

 
  
  
  

 

Are you caring, compassionate and 
want to make a real difference to 
others? If yes, then you should  
become a Live in carer!
•  Rates from £560 per week - enhanced pay
for drivers with their own vehicle
•  Full board whilst on assignment
•  3% employer pension contribution
•  Ongoing support
•  Travel Allowance
•  Holiday Pay
•  Free Training
Call us now to discuss your rewarding career.

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)

8 Taking funerals seriously
by Sarah Meyrick

Taking funerals should be “at 
the very heart of the Church 
of England”, according to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the 

Most Revd Justin Welby. Funerals, he 
said, were “about loving and serving the 
communities we are in”.
   The Archbishop’s words were delivered 
by video clip as part of a training day 
held in High Wycombe last month, called 
Taking Funerals Seriously. In total 88 
people attended the day and a further 
evening session to hear some of the 
research findings and recommendations of 
the national Church of England Funerals 
project.
   Funerals were a growing market, said the 
Revd Dr Sandra Millar, Head of Projects 
and Development for the Church of 
England, but the Church was conducting a 
fast shrinking proportion of them. Overall, 
a third of all deaths in England are now 
marked with Anglican funerals, although 
the proportion varies across the country. 
“The Church of England is still a major 
provider, the brand leader if you like, but 
the competition is increasing.”

“Taking funerals should 
be at the very heart of the 
Church of England’”

   The impact can be huge, however: an 
estimated 200,000 people every week 
experience church through funerals. Add 
weddings and baptisms into the mix and 
that figures comes to 500,000 people per 
week.  
    “Each one of those people are on a faith 
journey,” she said. “We want to make sure 
that encounter is the very best it can be.”
   Thanks to the research, the Church 
now has a much better understanding of 
attitudes to funerals and the particular 
concerns of bereaved families. Dr 
Millar drew attention to a number of 
opportunities for the Church, such as 
making sure that church funerals are better 

understood, and helping to make funeral 
services appropriately personalised. And 
those involved in funeral ministry also 
need to be easy to work with, showing high 
standards of care. “Be brilliant every time,” 
is one of the recommendations. 
   Fr Ainsley Swift, the Team Rector of New 
Windsor, said that the day was very useful. 
“She talked about a lot of things you 
already sort of know, but it’s nice to hear it 
said and backed up by research.” The Revd 
Kate Harrison, his curate, who is yet to 
take a funeral said: “I’ve learnt a lot today 
about saying yes, and having permission to 
pray with people. I’ve gained confidence, 
knowing that I have this authority.”
   The Revd Charles Draper, Vicar-elect of 
Wolvercote and Wytham, said: “When the 

phone rings and it’s a funeral director and 
your diary’s full, it’s easy for your heart to 
sink, so this was a good reminder. I think 
we often talk about mission being about 
things such as Fresh Expressions, and of 
course it can be, but this is mission, too.” 
Sarah Meyrick is the Director  of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

The Revd Dr Sandra Millar,  Head of Projects and Development for the Church of England. 
Photo: Sarah Meyrick. 

See www.churchofenglandfunerals.org;
www.churchsupporthub.org; 
 www.churchprinthub.org; and  

www.pastoralservicesdiary.org

The chance to reflect on funeral ministry 

THERE will be three regional evenings on funeral ministry, 
which will include input from funeral directors.
   These evenings will help participants to  reflect on all 
aspects of funerals in the early 21st century and to consider 
ways of enhancing their funeral ministry.  They will offer 
the opportunity to discuss how material from the Funerals 
Project can be used in  the context of churches in the 
Oxford Diocese.  The events are free but anyone who wants
to come is asked to book by clicking on the relevant 
Eventbrite link.

• Berkshire: Tuesday 3 November at St Paul’s, 
Wokingham (8 pm to 9.30 pm) https://
funeralministryberkshire.eventbrite.co.uk 

• Buckinghamshire: Tuesday 10 November at 
St Thomas, Holtspur  (7.30 pm to 9 pm). http://
funeralministrybuckinghamshire.eventbrite.co.uk 

• Dorchester/Oxford: 
Thursday 12 November at Marlborough 
School, Woodstock (7.30pm to 9 pm). https://
funeralministrydorchesteroxford.eventbrite.co.uk 

For more information contact the Revd Charles Chadwick. 
Email:  charles.chadwick@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
01865 208246.
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OxonSpice
An independent network
of clergy spouses in 
the Diocese of Oxford 

OxonSpice is a growing network of clergy 

spouses in the Diocese of Oxford who have 

decided to keep in touch for mutual 

encouragement, nurturing and support, with 

occasional events across the Diocese. OxonSpice 

is operated independently by a group of clergy 

spouses but is grateful for diocesan 

encouragement and support.

Next event 

Saturday 14th November at Stubbings

Pre-Advent Quiet Day

Led by Revd Meg Heywood

Places limited – booking required

To book your place and to find out more about this 

and future events  please contact:

eMail: oxonspice@yahoo.co.uk

 Frances Howells 01296 424980

 or Matthew Caminer 07780 954879

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982
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A life well 
remembered  
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A funeral is a time  
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remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
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time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk

FSP Sargeant Door Advert - 13466 v2.indd   1 10/12/2014   18:20

9Taking funerals seriously
Wokingham’s Bereavement Care Group
Claire Jones on her team of lay 
volunteers who offer pastoral 
support to people following a 
bereavement in Wokingham. 

Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart and you will find rest for your 
souls.” Matthew 11:28-29.

Coming to terms with the loss of 
a loved one is, perhaps, the most 
difficult experience of anyone’s 
life. Each individual experiences 

grief in a unique way, but there are factors 
we all have in common. Denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression and acceptance are 
known as the five stages of grief (Kubler-
Ross, 1969). Not everyone will experience 
every stage, some people will experience 
a stage more than once and others will 
experience them in a different order. 
There isn’t a right or wrong way to grieve 
and there isn’t a time limit on how long it 
will take. 

“...we can let them know 
that they are not alone.”

    Often, friends and family surround 
people in the early days following a death, 
but as time passes people get on with their 
routines and a bereaved person can be left 
feeling confused and alone. It is the aim of 
the All Saints Bereavement Care Group to 
offer friendship and a listening ear to our 
friends and neighbours, from All Saints 
and the wider Parish community, who 
are in this process of grieving and need 
support. We do not offer counselling, legal 
advice or spiritual guidance; we are simply 
there to listen. We cannot minimise the 

grief or take away someone’s pain and 
suffering, but we can let them know that 
they are not alone. 
   The pain of losing someone close can 
bring feelings that are so overwhelming 
they seem almost insurmountable. Even 
people who are surrounded by loved ones 
can feel so alone in their grief. Some 
people feel they cannot burden their 
friends and family, but have a need to talk 
about their loss, their loved one or other 
feelings the loss has evoked. Sometimes 
people feel confused or even ashamed 
of the way they are feeling – particularly 
if the relationship was a difficult one. 
Sometimes it is easier to talk to a 
comparative stranger and that is where 
our lay team of caring, trained volunteers 
may be able to help. Not everyone needs 
or wants a visit from our team, but 
for those that do, we are here to offer 
support. 
   We automatically offer visits to those 
members of our Parish whose next of kin 
have had a funeral that is in some way 
linked to All Saints Church and broaden 
this remit to include others struggling 
with grief who are brought to our 
attention by members of the congregation 
or community. This is an outreach service, 
so people do not have to be part of All 
Saints to be offered support.
   Initially contact is made in the form 
of a personal letter from the member of 
the clergy who carried out the funeral, 
introducing a named bereavement visitor 
to the next of kin. This is followed by a 
phone call from the bereavement visitor. 
Those who wish to take up our offer of 
support will then be visited at a time, 
to suit them, or an agreement may be 
made to keep in touch by phone. Support 
continues for however long the individual 
requires it.
   Each November we hold a Bereavement 
Service. Members of the Parish who 

have been bereaved throughout the year 
will be invited directly to the service, 
but everyone is welcome. This is a very 
popular service, attracting many people 
who are not regular members of our 
congregation. Some people come for the 
first year following the death and find 
that is enough for them, others come year 
after year. Some people, who were not 
previously church attenders, begin to join 
us at our regular services following their 
experience of this service or as a result 
of the support they have felt from the 
Church.

FUNERAL Director Martin Humphris, 
knows the importance of the good 
relationships he has with the clergy on his 
patch in North Oxfordshire.  
   “When a new vicar comes into the area I 
invite them to see our premises and build 
a rapport with them,” says Martin. That 
rapport means that when someone dies in 
a particular parish, the team at Humphris 
Funeral Directors know who to contact 
straight away.  “We try and get to know 
how different clergy work and what’s 
important to them,” says Martin. 
The first ports of call 
   When a family suffers a bereavement, 
one of the first ports of call will be the 
funeral director or the parish priest.  “They 
might not want a religious funeral but we 
have to make absolutely sure they get 
what they want and we make sure they 
know what they can have.” 
   And he knows that in communities, 
especially the rural villages, the vicar 
may know many people beyond 
their congregation, simply through 

meeting them walking the dog or going 
to the post office. “Someone may not have 
been religious but may have known the 
vicar and want them to take their funeral,” 
he says. 
   While Martin has always been a 
Methodist, his wife is an Anglican and 
his children were confirmed when they 
were in their teens. An ecumenical 

approach has helped him in his business, 
guiding families as to the right type of 
funeral depending on a person’s faith 
background.       
   “I think what is important is that the 
Church is as open minded and as flexible 
as possible, but it is important that its 
message is not diluted,” says Martin, 
whose great grandfather, grandfather, 
father and uncle ran the family firm before 
he and his cousin Christopher took over. 
“Things have changed dramatically since 
my father’s day when there was almost  a 
fear of the clergy, a sense that they were 
set apart and that has changed, but they 
have to be seen to be involved in the 
community. 
   “We want all of the people who come to 
us to know they can have a church funeral. 
It might be that if the family has a positive 
experience of the church during a difficult 
time, they might come back to church 
later, for baptisms or weddings and even 
become regular church goers.”

Funeral Directors and Clergy: the importance of a good rapport 

Come to me, 
all you who 
are weary and 
burdened, and 
I will give you 
rest.

Matthew 11:28
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Our team is ready to help you...

Call 0800 230 0238

GenesisCars
Creating the ultimate car buying experience

.org.uk

£7995
NOW ONLY

Vauxhall Insignia 
2.0 CDTi SRi Estate 
54K, Great Value!

12 REG

£2995
NOW ONLY

Renault Clio 1.6, 
Privilege, 5dr Auto
Blue Met, 57K

06 REG

The 100% bespoke car 
buying service for the 
Christian community.

We aim to offer the best value for money 
whilst providing the highest level of 

customer service.

£3995
NOW ONLY

Vauxhall Astra  
1.9 CDTi SXi Sport  
3dr, Black Met, 60K
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Hearing God’s Call

12 November 2015
at 6pm at Christ Church Cathedral

At Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ Church, once each term, the 6pm 
Thursday Choral Eucharist will be about “Hearing God’s Call”, 
an opportunity for those who are considering God’s Call (in 
whatever form) to pray together, worship together, meet with 
others on a similar journey, and talk informally to members of 
the Diocesan Vocations Team. There will be time and space after 
the service to pray quietly and to talk.

Preacher: The Ven Martin Gorick (Archdeacon of Oxford)

Refreshments will be available after the service. 

Register at http://hearinggodscalloxford.eventbrite.co.uk
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11News
by Steve Jenkins

ALISON Bennett will succeed Gillian 
Johnson as the next Diocesan President 
for Mothers’ Union in Oxford Diocese from 
January 2016.  
   Mothers’ Union is the largest lay led 
Anglican organisation in the world with over 
four million members. It offers Christian care 
for everyone and undertakes to campaign, 
enable and pray for this to happen.
   Alison enjoys the outreach work that 
Mother’s Union undertakes having 
volunteered at Bullingdon prison and at 
the JR and has spent the past six years 
contributing to the changes in the way 
Mothers’ Union works worldwide that 
has enabled communities to become self-
sufficient and less reliant on a paternalistic 
way of working. 
   She says: “I see my role as one of enabling 
and nurturing the membership so that the 
organisation can grow and therefore expand 
its outreach activities which already reach 
hundreds of people in the diocese every 
year. We need to demonstrate how Mothers’ 
Union has evolved over the years and is a 
real force for good – whether that be through 

the successful campaigns that we run or the 
local projects which make a big difference to 
individual people’s lives. It is also important 
that members continue to be offered the 
opportunity to grow spiritually through 
Quiet Days, Retreats and Bible Study. Being 
elected to any position brings with it new 
challenges and that is harder when your 
predecessors have been held in such high 
esteem. Any leader is only as good as the 
team around them and I am privileged to be 
going to work with a group of very dedicated 
and talented people.”

Meet Alison, our new Mothers’ Union President 

Science and spirituality meet as families and ecologists explore their churchyard
SCIENCE and spirituality came together 
at St Michael’s Church, Blewbury recently 
at their Explore Your Churchyard 
morning. This event, held on Saturday 19 
September, and co-run by the church and 
local environmental group Sustainable 
Blewbury, offered local families the 
opportunity to get out into the churchyard 
and investigate its wildlife.
   Explore Your Churchyard was an 
initiative of The Revd Jennifer Brown, 
Science Missioner for the Churn Benefice. 
“The idea behind the event,” says Jennifer, 
“was the desire to bring together the 
science of ecology and conservation 
and the Christian idea of honouring the 
Creator by caring for creation.” 
    Blewbury churchyard itself was the 
inspiration for the event, as it is managed 
under the Living Churchyard scheme, 
which aims to encourage the growth of 
wildflowers and native plant species, 
and to leave areas of the churchyard a 
bit ‘wild’ to provide habitat for a variety 
of invertebrates, as well as larger species 
(such as reptiles and small mammals). 
   Despite a somewhat overcast and 
chilly start to the day, several families 
turned out, and it wasn’t long before they 
ventured into the long grass to see what 
they could find. Ecologists Peter Cockrell, 
James Morgan and Glen Meadows were on 
hand to help identify finds. 

   The children had the opportunity to 
identify the insects that they found, and to 
learn how to identify different species by 
body shape and markings. Respect for even 
the smallest creatures was also emphasised 
throughout. Participants found that the 
churchyard is a vital habitat, providing a 
home to numerous spiders and insects, as 
well as frogs and birds.
   The exploration of the churchyard 
was followed by a short service in the 
church, giving thanks for creation in all 
its diversity and praying for its well-being. 
The short talk highlighted the need for 
Christians to, ‘preach the good news 
to all creation’, (Mark 16.15) by being 
good news to all creation through living 
sustainably, caring for and respecting 
other creatures and doing what we can to 
repair the damage humanity has done to 
the earth. The day finished with a lunch 
of homemade soup and bread made from 
sustainable, locally sourced produce, 
and provided by members of Sustainable 
Blewbury.
   Anyone who is interested in organising a 
similar event in their own churchyard and 
who would like information and resources 
can contact The Revd Jennifer Brown by 
email to science.missioner@churnchurches.
co.uk. 

Matilda and her dad Paul learning about ecology. Photo: Eric Eisenhandler

Sharing ideas in the Bradfield Deanery
ADVENT wreath making, build-
ing projects, web sites, parish 
magazines and holiday clubs 
were among the projects shared 
at a Bradfield Deanery Resouces 
Day recently. 
   The day was held because there 
is not enough time at Deanery 
Synods to hear all the activities 
and events in the lively deanery. 
So all synod representatives and 
clergy were invited to set up a 
stall to display the work going on 
in their benefice.  
   Everyone could browse the stalls 
before parishes shared some of 
their events and activities in more 
detail. Holy Trinity, Theale, told us 
about their summer Holiday Club 
based on the theme of the Disney 
film, Finding Nemo - a retelling of the parable of the Prodigal Son.  
   St Mary’s Burghfield focused on their Holiday at Home and Flying Solo minis-
tries, both aimed at older people who are mostly on their own. A similar aim lay 
behind the Singing for Fun which St Mary’s Purley shared where more than 70 
older people are part of a group meeting one afternoon a week simply to sing 
old familiar songs together and which, for some, is their church. St James, Pang-
bourne told about the Pilgrim Groups they have been running this year and a 
newly formed Mens’ Group (with the inevitable Curry Night). One of the most 
interesting presentations came from St Mary’s, Sulhamstead, who led a Quiet 
Day for the Year 6 children who were leaving the village school in July to go to 
the much larger secondary school in the autumn. 
   The morning was rounded off by the Ven. Olivia Graham, the Archdeacon of 
Berkshire, who congratulated the Deanery on the variety of projects on offer as 
well as encouraging people to keep up the contacts that had been made and 
pursuing the ideas that had been gleaned. 
   About 40 people attended and there was much enthusiasm for running a simi-
lar day in the future. The Revd Will Watts, Area Dean of Bradfield abnd the Vicar 
of Basildon, (pictured above) said; “It is easy to feel the frustrations and disap-
pointments which arise in our own parish worlds; the Deanery Resources Day 
gave us all the opportunity to look beyond our borders and to celebrate what 
we all do together as a Deanery and as the whole Body of Christ in our part of 
West Berkshire.”

Celebrating harvest in Langley Park
UP to 500 people attended the first open-air Harvest Celebration organised by churches 
in Langley in Berkshire.  There was live music from Hartley’s Jam, by the Marish Primary 
School steel band, and by the Langley Hall Primary Academy clarinet group; the event 
closed with singing led by children from Foxborough School. There was a bouncy castle, 
refreshments from Upton Scout Group and a clown.  
   Jan Douglas from Slough Foodbank spoke about the work they are doing to support 
families and individuals in crisis in our own community.  
   Philip Evans from Christian Aid spoke about their work in tackling poverty around the 
world – through both community development and campaigning. Maranda St John 
Nicolle from Christian Concern for One World spoke about their work in raising awareness 
of global issues relating to fair trade, human rights and the environment. 
   Fiona Mactaggart, MP spoke of her gratitude to churches and charities for raising the 
issue of food poverty.
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Cross Rhythms Teesside 
community radio station 
broadcasts 24/7 to 
Stockton-on-Tees and the 
Tees Valley. ‘That’s a long 
way from here’ you may 
be thinking, but hopefully 
the aims and values of this 
Community radio station 
will not be a long way from 
those of many in the church 
throughout the UK.

The station engages with 
the community through 
radio using local news, 
discussions and interviews, 
with the latest contemporary 
Christian music providing 
the backbone to the sound 
and ethos of the station. 
Sharing the Gospel with a 
21st century audience using 
21st century means.

One of the station’s 
founding DJ’s had this to 
say: “We’re often hearing 
from people who love the 
station, for the effect it has 
on the community if not 
the music itself. I’ve been 
a DJ for 10 years and my 
grandmother, who is 87 
years old, supports what I 
do wholly. She can’t stand 
the music I play, but she 
supports what I do because 
she loves me and she 
believes in the project. The 
music may not be to the 
taste of older Christians. But 
it’s actually about seeing 

the bigger picture and 
saying, ‘It’s not necessarily 
what I like but I can see 
it connecting with a lot of 
people.’ That’s the starting 
point and everything else 
will fall into place around it.”

The radio station is run as 
a not-for-profit organisation, 
and any income goes 
towards the ministry 
of reaching the local 
community with the Gospel, 
and engaging with local 
communities for social gain. 
During the recession, many 
of our projects with young 
people, especially around 
education and training, 
sadly ceased due to lack 

of funding. Organisations 
that used to pay for those 
services had their budgets 
cut or removed, and as a 
result, the station has to find 
new income and support.

But now for the good 
news: Effectively, the station 
‘re-started’ in September 
2014, with a new Station 
Manager and a new Station 
Administrator, Rafal and 
Ania Dupat. This young 
Polish couple arrived in the 
Tees Valley area sensing 
a call from God and not 
really knowing why. Rafal 
has extensive production 
and audio engineering 
experience, and Ania has 
managed a number of 
community projects. Ideal 
qualifications for a Christian 
Community Radio Station, 
although they had no idea 
it even existed when they 
came!

Since getting involved, 
Raf and Ania have 
encouraged the growth, 
management and training 
of a new crop of more 

than twenty volunteers to 
produce and present local 
programmes. They have 
also been meeting and 
engaging with the local 
community at large, and the 
Christian faith community 
especially, as well as 
community groups and 
organisations, and listener 
feedback is encouraging.

“We’re working towards 
securing funding to develop 
more programming and 
training opportunities to 
reach what is one of the 
most deprived areas in the 
UK”, said Rafal. “We have 
developed a love for the 
Tees Valley area, and the 
people here, and we want 
to use the radio station 
to bring hope and light 
in difficult times. As an 
evangelistic outreach, this 
radio station is broadcasting 
to people 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 52 weeks 
a year – it’s a phenomenal 
resource for the church in its 
mission.”

A message from Chris Cole, co-founder 
of the Cross Rhythms ministry.
It is fair to say that the Christian 
Faith has been the most ‘civilising 
influence’, globally, since the 
revelation of Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God. In the Western World, the 
printing of the Bible over 500 years 
ago on the newly invented printing 
press enabled our civilisation to 
develop our politics, economics, 
education, societal attitudes, major 
institutions and spirituality. All of 
these developments have been at 
the cornerstone, until recently, of our 
liberal democracies.

It is now the development of the 
internet, digital satellite, FM radio and 
television communications that gives 
all of us who call ourselves ‘followers 
of Jesus Christ’ the opportunity to 

share our stories on these platforms.
In many ways this is probably the 

first opportunity people will have of 
witnessing powerful messages and 
testimonies of real life in God. We are 
often the first Bible people will now 
read.

Cross Rhythms as a national 
ministry is growing with three 
Community radio stations licensed in 
the UK, (Teesside, Stoke on Trent and 
Plymouth), independently owned and 
operated but partnering together with 
similar aims and vision.

Cross Rhythms Teesside is reaching 
young people who engage with the 
music – but it is asking older people 
with a passion for a lost generation 
for support. It is based in one of the 

most deprived areas of the North East 
of England – but it is asking for help 
from people in this area who can see 
the vision and wish to support it. 

We now have a younger team 
developing around us who are 
very ‘media savvy’ and capable of 
maximising the amazing opportunities 
the Lord is giving us to ‘influence our 
cities for good’ by broadcasting the 
very best Christian Contemporary 
music with life changing messages.

Your partnership is not only deeply 
valued but is part of our spiritual 
resourcing to influence the airwaves 
in a way that helps those who don’t 
know Jesus gain a glimpse of His 
offer of salvation.

Please Consider Supporting  
Cross Rhythms Teeside
Our running costs are kept extremely low, and our not 
for profit radio station is currently entirely staffed with 
volunteers. We only need 40 supporters donating £30 per 
month to enable us to sustain and develop our programming, 
reaching the whole area 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with 
the Gospel. A gift, or monthly donation, of any amount, would 
be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Title:        First Name:      

Surname:      

Address:      

      

    Postcode:   

Organisation/Company (if applicable):   

      

Telephone:      

Email:       

I enclose a one-off gift of £     
Please make cheques payble to Alive in the Spirit Trust

I would like to become a supporter 
Please fill in this form

Name:       

Name of Bank:      

Bank address:      

      

    Postcode:   

Account No:     

Sort Code:     

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £    
from my account on (dd/mm/yy):       /      /      

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Alive in the 
Spirit account No: 70984094 Sort Code: 20-68-10 
Barclays Plymouth, Reference CRT

        
Signed     Date

I would like all donations I make to Alive 
in the Spirit Trust, Reg Charity Number 
278432, from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise to be treated 
as Gift Aid donations.

        
Signed      Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income 
tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please return this form to Cross Rhythms 
Teeside, c/o Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park 
Road, Plymouth, PL3 4PY

Reaching a City  
with the Gospel

“A young lady came to see us at the studios, with her baby in 
her arms. She told us she had listened to a testimony on Cross 
Rhythms Teesside, and as a result had decided to keep her baby – 
there’s a little child alive now because the programming touched 
someone’s heart and gave them hope in a very difficult time.”

Cross Rhythms Teesside is very grateful to Cornerstone Vision, who have kindly sponsored this page.

Contact:

Rafal Deputat Station Manager
E: raf@crteesside.co.uk

the Door, November 2015, page 12



Advertisement Feature

Recent surveys show that knowledge of the Christmas story is fading.*

Among 5-7 year olds, 36% don’t know whose birthday we celebrate at Christmas. 

Among adults, less than 12% know the full nativity story.

The Real Advent Calendar is a great way 
to share the Christmas story.

The calendar comes with a free 32-page Christmas story 
activity booklet illustrated by Sophie Allsopp and 
designed to be used every day in Advent. Behind each of 
the 24 windows there is a Fairtrade chocolate and a line 
of the Christmas story.

*Survey findings from ComRes 2007, 2010, 2012.

New Design
Available Now
New Design
Available Now

The Only Calendar with a
Free Advent Activity Booklet.

We are the UK's only Fairtrade 
charity Advent calendar. For 
every sale a donation will be 
made towards the work of 
Traidcraft Exchange and the 
Funzi Baby Clinic in Kenya.

Help raise
£15,000 this year

Visit us on

£3.99£3.99
RRP

www.traidcra�.co.uk

www.funzi.org.uk

Limited stocks
Buy yours now

Tesco is the only supermarket selling the calendar, 
but only in their larger stores.

A range of independent retailers, bookshops and cathedrals 
have stocks of the advent calendars. Traidcraft, TLM, 
Eden.co.uk and Embrace the Middle East also have stocks 
and some can send bulk and singles.

See website for details.
www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

0845 557 8350

Our clients include Farlington Parish - Portsmouth, St Peter’s 
Henleaze, St Nicolas Church - Newbury

Join the growing number of happy customers for whom we 
have answered this question.

enhancing church interiors across the country

Ronald Emett  fi ne furniture
01308 868025    ronald@emett.co.uk

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

UPALONG • HURSEY • BROADWINDSOR • DORSET • DT8 3LN
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ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

For the Lord your God is a 
merciful God. He will not 
leave you or destroy you 

or forget the covenant 
with your fathers that he 

swore to them.

De 4:31
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Advertisement Feature

Novel 
available 

on Amazon
★ ★ ★ ★ ★
fi ve star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk56

You’ve got 
to EXIT 
to ENTER

You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 

audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To � nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD

BE 
KNOWN

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 

about  Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm  

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 
Offering a residential rehabilitation programme, 
called KEY, for people with life-controlling 
addictions, such as drug or 
alcohol abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other  
addictive behaviours. 

Based on a 300 acre dairy 
farm in rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention 
programme with our clients.
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A Mile for Migrants at 
Dorchester Abbey

by Sue Booys

I don’t expect any of us will 
forget those pictures of 
Aylan lying like a doll on 
the beach and then in the 

arms of a soldier. One dead child focused the pain and 
compassion of the world. The question we all asked then 
was “what can I do?” That question hasn’t gone away and I 
pray it will remain as long as necessary. 
   That week Denise Line, our mission co-ordinator came 
to me. “Not sure what you’ll think, this idea may be a 
bit old hat!” She was proposing a mile of pennies around 
the Abbey to raise money to support Migrants and the 
idea grew! We would lay the first coins immediately 
after Harvest Festival. We would begin in the chancel. 
Steph Forman (organiser of the Dorchester Festival) 
was persuaded to offer help and expertise and the event 
quickly became the Mile for Migrants. We had just a couple 
of weeks from idea to event which might seem just a bit 
risky! However we gossiped this bit of news everywhere we 
could and it soon became clear that it had caught people’s 
imagination. It allowed anyone to participate – pennies are 
not big things and (as we were to discover) many people 
had been keeping coppers for years.

“Migration is not new, neither is 
the persecution and hardship that 
causes people to leave their homes...”

   Local schools, press and radio publicised the event. 
Members of the Fellowship of St Birinus (people who 
make outstanding contributions to Church) attending 
a service a week earlier gave over £500. A woman from 
Blackbird Leys saw the Oxford Mail article and phoned to 
offer her lifelong copper collection.
   So perhaps we should not have been surprised when 
at half past eleven on Sunday people began to arrive; a 
gentleman with a sack trolley and two boxes of coins, one 
child who had emptied her piggy bank and another who 
had made his Mum drive from Hermitage. Josh and Ella 
Forman and Adrian Brooks made the Save the Children 
logo of pennies to start the mile and Jasmine Whitbread 
(CEO of SCF International) who lives in Dorchester came 
to take a look. In less than half an hour a triple line of 
pennies stretched along the nave to the back of the Abbey. 
By 6pm and masses of visitors, stories and cups of tea 
later we had made a mile and a quarter of pennies and a 
massive £1,068.42p.
   Watching over us were the figures in our stained glass 
windows – pregnant Mary on a donkey with Joseph, 
migrants with nowhere to stay, refugees, forced to flee in 
the face of King Herod’s violence. Moses led slaves away 
from Egypt in that great migration Exodus. 
   Migration is not new, neither is the persecution and 
hardship that causes people to leave their homes in search 
of safety and security. Maybe we sense that this could 
happen to us and our families and perhaps that is why so 
many joined in with our Mile for Migrants. A big thank 
you to them all!
In the Abbey we shall be holding a Vigil for Migrants on 
Sunday 1 November 6.30pm - 9pm
Our Advent Carol service on 29 November at 6pm will 
follow a pattern of prayer and readings to help us pray 
together for refugees. Further details are on www.
dorchester-abbey.org
The Revd Canon Sue Booys is the Rector of Dorchester 
Abbey. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Continued from page 16
“I will withdraw from the crowd, go to a garden centre 
and journal as well as doing Bible study and I find that 
God reveals so much about my situation. I don’t always 
get answers but I can mull and meditate on things. 
   “There is a call currently in the NHS for nurses to 
reflect on their practice, but I think nurses have always 
reflected.”

“It’s an honour to work alongside 
these people.”

    At Sobell House in particular, patients often have 
complex health needs. Paula says: “People have had that 
diagnosis of, for example, cancer and have been told 
there are no more treatments. The work you do at the 
end of life is sacred. You hold a person and try to support 
them and their family. You empower them to try and 
remain the people they have always been. Our job is to 
work alongside them, and try to help them achieve any 
final goals. They might want a final trip with their family 
and some want to go home and we try and help in that. 
It’s about working with people and celebrating their 
humanity. It’s an honour to work alongside these people. 
When you witness someone leaving this world, their 

spirit leaving their body, it is something profound. 
   “We have a wonderful bereavement counselling service 
for relatives. These are people who have to go home and 
pick up the pieces of their lives. We want to make sure 
they are supported in their loss.” 
   Nor does Paula shy away from talking to her daughters 
about the work she does. “I am honest with them and 
we have conversations about death. I don’t want them to 
have the wrong perception of it although we don’t dwell 
on it,” she says. 
   Paula’s Polynesian background gives her a view on the 
end of life and grieving that is different from a typical 
British perspective.  “In Polynesian culture people mourn 
together and that’s natural. When I came to England 
I found people crying in front of each other is not so 
natural, particularly among people who live in big cities. 
I totally respect British people and their culture and the 
way they perceive their own mortality. These may be 
generalisations and I respect people and try not to make 
assumptions.
    “I do think people should cry more. It is therapeutic 
and it’s a release. I was reading Psalm 126 vs 5: ‘Those 
who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.’” 
Paula, 46 is married to David and the couple have two 
children, Tabitha, 10 and Eloise, eight. She worships 
at St Aldate’s, Oxford.

Helping refugees
Some people are reluctant to think about social problems 
which might arise from the refugee crisis.
   If I was discussing – shall we say – health problems, I 
could probably mention dangers without people accusing 
me of anything.  But if I mention problems linked with 
immigrants, I might be accused of prejudice.  Believe me, 
I just want us all to look honestly at the challenges, and 
resolve them properly. Humans who’ve been through 
hard times turn instinctively to each other for comfort.  
Refugees will form close mutual-support groups.  This 
can make their British neighbours feel “excluded” and  
can breed resentment.  No, it’s not one of our most 
“grown-up” feelings, but we’re all liable to it. There are, 
of course, many other important difficulties: language, 
customs, money etc.  If we try to “gloss over” them, we 
could be in trouble.  I believe we need some practical 
people, to look at them all as early as possible, to help us 
do what many would say was our Christian duty.
Phil French, Tilehurst, Reading. 

Phil’s letter raises important points and is in tune with 
Asylum Welcome’s work. Local Authorities are deciding what 
they can offer regarding the resettlement of Syrians. It is 
important to take account of best practice and consider the 
long term impact so that the Syrians feel happy and become 
welcome contributors to the community. Asylum Welcome 
is advising Authorities to think about the accommodation 
provided. It must be affordable, since Syrians resettled to 
the UK will be picked because of their vulnerability and are 
likely to be on benefits. They should be housed in ordinary 
houses and neither isolated from each other nor ghettoised. 
The Home Office will fund Authorities for the first year of 
resettlement. We are advising them to use these funds for 
an intensive programme of English lessons and introductory 
workshops for the first month, plus advice and support for 
the remainder of the year, to help refugees become ‘settled’. 
Asylum Welcome is helping to support Authorities so that 
issues such as those raised by Phil are taken into account, 
and the resettlement has the best outcome for all concerned.
Kate Smart, Director, Asylum Welcome. 

THE Smell of Tomatoes (above) is part of a tryptich by 
Karima Brooke, of St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Botley, 
Oxford. The picture, adapted from a BBC/Save the 
Children photo are unaccompanied child refugees from 
Eritrea, two sisters and their friend. It was inspired 
by the answer given to Karima by a refugee who was 
staying in Italy what he most remembered about his 

time there. He replied: “The smell of tomatoes.” Cards 
of Karima’s paintings are on sale for £2.50 each from 
karima-brooke@hotmail.com.
To see the whole tryptich and read a fuller 
reflection from Karima, go to www.oxford.
anglican.org/refugeetryptich.    
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& SON LIMITED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS     EST. 1826

A.B.WALKER

Five generations of professional 
service, experience and care. 
For personal 24hr assistance 
0118 957 3650
Ask about our award winning 
funeral plans

www.abwalker.co.uk

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

 
   

 

AND ACCESSORIES
Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, OX29 6PS 

  
TEL  (01993)  886802

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1115

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

STAINED GLASS  
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN
Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service

EST 1990 with over  
40 years experience

barrydavis1955@btinternet.com
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk

3 Malthouse Lane,  
Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
By appointment only

BUILDING CONSERVATION (UK) LTD

FOR MAINTENANCE 
ON CHURCHES AND 
LISTED BUILDINGS

Phone Free: 

0800 052 1030
buildingconservationltd@hotmail.com
www.buildingconservationukltd.com
Estimates free and 
without obligaition

WHEN Paula Snow was a 
teenager she became a 
Christian while she was in 
hospital with meningitis. It 
was there she was inspired 
to become a nurse. She tells 
Jo Duckles her journey to 
becoming a senior staff nurse 
training younger colleagues 
in caring for patients who are 
reaching the end of their lives.

Paula was 17 when she had a 
personal experience with God 
as she was lying in her hospital 
bed in her native New Zealand, 

feeling miserable. “It was real enough for 
me to make a commitment. I had spent 
a lot of time as a patient on the receiving 
end of care, and I found myself thinking 
how I would do things differently if I were 
a nurse,” says Paula. She was talking in 
the League of Friends Café at Oxford’s 
Churchill Hospital having taken a break 
from a shift at the Sobell House Hospice, 
which is in the grounds of the Churchill. 
   “Before I became a Christian I didn’t like 
people very much, I was a young person 
who thought humanity was nasty to itself. 
That turned around as I would think of 
how Jesus treated people who looked 
harassed and I understood his message.”
   At 18 she took a nursing course, more 
out of a sense of vocation than an 
interest in a career or learning clinical 
skills, although she knows those things 
are important. “At the time I was 18 and 
thought I was going to be a missionary. 
I graduated and couldn’t get a job and 
couldn’t understand that so I decided to 
lend myself to anything.”
   Paula started by taking a job as 
an occupational health assistant in 
psychogeriatric care, gaining as much 
experience as she could with elderly 
dementia patients and with older people 
with mental health issues who needed full 
time care. 
   Eventually she landed a job as a staff 
nurse in a nursing home, but after four 

years began to feel disillusioned and 
was sick of being bitten by patients and 
criticised about the level of care. 
   “I found myself asking whether I’d got 
the wrong idea with God. I decided to 
go to Bible college for a year to figure 
out who God was and to learn about the 
Christian faith,” says Paula who did a 
ministry development course. With some 
participants going on to plant their own 
churches, Paula went back into nursing, 
applying for a job in a hospice. “It was 
the first time I’d heard of a hospice and I 
prayed about it. My sister is a pastor and 
she told me that if it was God’s will, I’d get 
the job.”
   Paula, who is part Cook Island Maori, 
believes her background helped her get the 

job at St Joseph’s Hospice, at a time when 
the New Zealand government was looking 
for more Polynesian nurses. She worked 
at the Catholic hospice for five years, but 
knew it wasn’t enough for her and began 
applying for jobs in Britain. She took a 
job in a Marie Curie Hospice in Belfast, 
arriving with just a backpack and nowhere 
to live. “I relied on people to put me up 
until I could find a flat. Until then I had 
never been on a long-distance flight, but 
I thought to myself ‘what’s the worst that 
can happen?’ and I had to prove to myself I 
could do it on my own.”
   During those three years in Northern 
Ireland, Paula says she experienced 
set backs and felt disengaged from 
Christianity. “I was realising that the 
foundations of my faith were real. 

   It was a process of understanding,” she 
says. It was there that she got together 
with her now husband, David, who is 
British and was already living in Oxford.  
She had known him for 17 years and 
moved to Oxford when they married. 
That was when Paula became a nurse at 
Sobell House. Now a mother-of-two, she 
has stayed at the hospice for 12 years and 
is now a Senior Staff Nurse and a clinical 
educator, responsible for training the next 
generation of nurses. 

“The biggest thing I 
say to young nurses 
is to be in touch with 
themselves...”

   “At the moment in the NHS there is 
a big challenge to train nurses up to as 
high a standard as possible,” she says. “I 
really want to follow who I am and what I 
believe in. It’s important that I maintain 
the high standards at Sobell House and get 
alongside developing nurses, instilling in 
them values of compassion.
   “The biggest thing I say to young nurses 
is to be in touch with themselves and who 
they are. It doesn’t matter what you don’t 
know but it’s important to be available and 
to want to learn and to listen.” 
   Paula is aware that working in a hospice, 
trying to give people the best possible 
quality of life during their last months 
and weeks, can be distressing. “Patients 
and their families can present you with 
questions and you are often put on the 
spot. It’s about learning how to validate 
people and when to keep quiet and listen, 
and that’s a skill.” 
   With many nurses passing through 
Sobell House as part of their training, it’s 
Paula’s hope that some will stay on longer 
term. “They need to be called to this and 
it’s not everyone’s cup of tea. The way I 
cope is to stick to the fundamentals of my 
Christian faith, reminding me of things I 
did as a younger person to deal with life’s 
crises. 
Continued on page 15

  

Senior Staff Nurse Paula Snow at Sobell House. Photo: Kelly Houghton
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Pull this section out.  Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese.

‘Do not fear O soil...’

A wonderful little book has 
just been published by John 
Goodall,  the architectural editor 
of Country Life; Parish Church 

Treasures, subtitled The Nation’s Greatest 
Art Collection. John covers the enormous 
scope of church history and organises the 
book in a chronological manner with short 
introductions to each section which help 
us understand the prevailing theological 
thought of the age. If you are based 
in Oxfordshire, you may have heard a 
reporter from BBC Radio Oxford travelling 
to several of the churches on Sunday 
mornings to look at the wonderful range of 
monuments and other items illustrated. 
   One of the churches that is not covered 
is that of All Saints, Thornham in Norfolk. 
This little Anglo-Saxon Church contains 
the remains of a late medieval rood screen. 
Uncharacteristically the screen pictures 
the twelve Old Testament prophets rather 
than the Apostles. 

“The soil that gives us 
life is the soil to which 
we return.”   

   The illustration shows Zephaniah and 
Joel. Here in Ewelme we have a wonderful 
late medieval chapel dedicated to St 
John. There is a quotation from Joel: 
“For everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” It comes from that 
rousing passage quoted by St Peter at 
the beginning of the book of Acts. If this 
column had the option for you to click 
on a musical link I would certainly have 
chosen Elgar’s oratorio The Apostles with 
its wonderful chorus.

“...this physical rooting 
of our lives is surely 
the key to the physical 
resurrection...”

   In fact I had in mind another section of 
the book of Joel, which was our reading 
for harvest festival, Chapter 2, verse 21: 
“Do not fear O soil be glad and rejoice for the 
Lord has done great things”. The Authorised 
version has: “Do not fear O land”. Closer 
examination of the text shows us that the 
translation does not reflect the subtlety of 
the Hebrew. The word translated as soil is 
Adamah, the same root as Adam, the first 
man formed by the creator from the earth.    
   Surely this is a deep lesson not only for 
harvest time. We are of the earth, we share 
the soil from which our crops emerge. The 
soil that gives us life is the soil to which 
we return. Parson Hawker instituted the 

idea of celebrating the first Eucharist of 
harvest with bread baked from the first 
grains offered by the parish. We share 
intimately the land that is around us. This 
surely is true for city dwellers as for those 
of us lucky enough to live in the country 
although all too often we are divorced 
from the land that nurtures us. 
   As I turned my mind to speak about this 
for harvest, an image from Harry Potter 

of the evil Voldemort melting into thin 
air came to mind. Good or evil we do not 
disperse into the ether, we return to the 
ground or as our American friends would 
put it, the dirt. Perhaps these are not the 
first musings on seeing this little image 
of the prophet Joel and yet this physical 
rooting of our lives is surely the key to the 
resurrection of the body:

“Do not fear O soil, 
Be glad and rejoice,
For the Lord has done great things.” 

We are reminded of Evelyn Underhill’s 
poem, ‘Corpus Christi’:

Now in each blade
I, blind no longer, see
The glory of God’s growth; know it to be 
An earnest of the Immemorial Plan, 
Yea, I have understood,
How all things are one great oblation made;
He on our altars, we on the world’s rood.
Even as this corn, 
Earth-born,
We are snatched from the sod;
Reaped, ground to grist, 
Crushed and tormented in the Mills of God,
And offered at Life’s hands, a living 
Eucharist.

The Revd Jonathan Meyer is the Priest 
in Charge of Ewelme, Brightwell 
Baldwin and Cuxham.

Win a book

The Door has two copies of Parish 
Church Treasures, the Nation’s 
Greatest Art Collection, (published by 
Bloomsbury, £25) to give away. For 
the chance to win simply send your 
name and address on a postcard to 
Parish Church Treasures Competition, 
The Door, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB.
   The closing date for entries is Friday 
6 November.

Prophets Zephania and Joel, detail from the rood screen, All Saints’ 
Church, Thornham, Norfolk.  Photo Neil Holmes / Bridgeman Images
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27 February:  Christian Ethics
5 March:   Migrant Church
13 – 16 March:  Practical Politics for Local 
  Churches - Integrating 
  Justice with Mission
10 – 13 April: Theology and the Arts
10 – 16 July:  Summer School in 
  Biblical and Theological 
  Studies on the theme of 
  Migration

www.rcc.ac.uk/studycentre
Ripon College Cuddesdon, Nr Oxford, OX44 9EX
tel: 01865 877422  email: enquiries@rcc.ac.uk

Study Days and Short Courses for 2016
– All Welcome

A programme of study days and courses 
for lay and ordained people to engage in 
study and conversation, and to expand 
their knowledge and skills.

ARE YOU A KEEN ORGANIST 
OR KEYBOARD PLAYER?

The PCC of St Laurence Church in Appleton 
is looking for an additional organist to join 
the team of voluntary organists.  
You would be required to play for one or 
two Sunday morning services per month at 
10am.
Ideally this would be on a voluntary basis 
although expenses could be reimbursed if 
required.

For more information please contact 
Claire Barratt, PCC Secretary, on 

cbarratt28@gmail.com or 01865 863146

We are a growing independent provider o� ering 
foster care to children and young people looked 
a� er by local authorities. Banya provides a 
high quality service to these children and their 
carers, in partnership with other professionals.

We are currently looking for:
• Foster carers
• Freelance Family support workers to run 

recruitment events, do initial visit on 
applicants who want to foster and also 
do stage one assessment on foster carers

• Freelance Social workers to do Form F 
assessment

• Social Workers to supervise Foster 
Carers

Call 020 8678 5330
info@banya.co.uk • www.banya.co.uk

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

November prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘Give, and it will be given to you.  A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into 
your lap.  For with the measure you use, 
it will be measured to you.’ –  Luke 6:38 
 
Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

MONDAY 2 All Souls Denham: 
Joyce Tearall. For God’s will in the 
process of appointing a rector. For the 
development of children’s ministry. 
Also for the sick, lonely and elderly of 
the parish.

TUESDAY 3 Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer: Martin Williams, Phil Mann, 
Meyrick Beebee, Christoph Lindner, 
James Leach, Di Rowlandson,  John 
Hedley and Edda Lindner. For the 
mission plans of St James, Gerrards 
Cross and Fulmer in the local area. For 
the ministry of the two St James’ to 
children and young people. Gerrards 
Cross Academy. Bishop Andrew 
confirming at Easthampstead.

WEDNESDAY 4 Great Chesham: 
Simon Cansdale, Sylvester Liyanage, 
John Shepherd, Tim Yates, Hilary 
Wilson, Sally Baily, John Spence, 
Jean Corfield, Geoff Houston and 
Don Sanderson. For our outreach 
into Chesham town and community, 
particularly through Chiltern Foodbank 
and Christians against Poverty. For 
our wide-ranging schools ministry in 
Chesham. The Chiltern Hills Academy.

THURSDAY 5 Penn and Tylers 
Green: Mike Bisset, Graham Summers 
and David Carter. Pray as we explore 
ways to engage better with the young 
families in our churches and our 
communities. Pray for Mary Lee and 
Graham Summers (newly licensed LLM 
and new Curate) as they develop their 
ministries in the benefice. 

FRIDAY 6 Penn Street: Peter 
Simmons. The Lunch Club that meets 
on the second and fourth Thursday of 
the month – that people would be both 
physically and spiritually fed. For the 
All Age Service that takes place on the 
fourth Sunday at Christ Church Centre 
– that families might find a warm 
welcome and experience the presence 
of the Holy Spirit in this new way of 
worship in our parish. Curzon School.  

SATURDAY 7 Theale and Englefield: 
Ann Templeman, Peter Templeman, 
Nick Wynne-Jones and Chris 
Braddock. Pray that God will reach 
out to our community, especially 
through opportunities afforded by 
Remembrance Sunday and the Service 
of Thanksgiving for Loved Ones. For 
the children and young people of 
Theale and Englefield, the two church 
schools (Theale School, Englefield 
School), Theale Green School, Theale 
Primary After School Club, the church 
toddler group, Trinity Bunnies, and 
our monthly Family Church (Cyber 
Church in November). Bishop Andrew 
confirming at Sunninghill and South 
Ascot. 

MONDAY 9 Deanery of Buckingham: 
Ron Bundock, Georgie Christopher, 
Nicki Stuchbury and Paul Cresswell. 
Thank God for the good work that is 
being done in all the parishes/benefices. 
Pray for a unity of purpose in the 
deanery as we seek to respond to God’s 
Spirit in mission and ministry. Licensed 
Lay Ministers Licensing.

TUESDAY 10 Buckingham: Will 
Pearson-Gee, Gussie Walsh, John King, 
Richard Rugg, Sandra Cosby,  John 
Hamilton, Vicky Southby, Paul Wallace, 
Valerie Evans and Pauline Stanton-
Saringer. For a renewed vision for the 
benefice as we discern God’s will for 
growing the kingdom and including 
an extra 2500 people on the new Lace 
Hill estate. For energy and resources to 
cater for the huge growth in numbers at 
Buckingham Parish Church. Chackmore 
School, Whaddon School. Diocesan 
Advisory Committee Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 11 Lenborough: Ros 
Roberts and Kay Peck. For our new 
family services and care and share 
services in the benefice; for their 
planning teams, and contact and 
connection with new families, the 
schools and older people they bring. 
For the development of prayer and 
spirituality for our congregations but 
also for the many people who visit 
the churches in the benefice. Padbury 
School.  
 
THURSDAY 12 Armistice Day 

North Buckingham: Hans Taling and 
Margaret Culley. For our new youth 
leader and new members of the youth 
ministry team. For our outreach to new 
people moving into the villages. We give 
thanks for special Sunday services when 
all available seats are filled and pray for 
such attendance every week and not 
only at Harvest or other special days. 
St James School and Maids Moreton 
School.  

FRIDAY 13 Stowe: Sue Sampson.  
For God to work mightily to build 
relationships between the school and 
the church such that His name may be 
honoured and known.  For strength and 
focus for the team putting together the 
Christmas Tree Festival, that God may 
be glorified in all that is done.

SATURDAY 14 West Buckingham: 
Liz Simpson. For wisdom to use very 
limited resources (people, time and 
money) more effectively. For spiritual 
growth in young families involved 
in Messy Church and toddler group. 
Bishop Bill Down confirming at Downe 
House School.

MONDAY 16 Deanery of Bradfield: 
Will Watts, Emma Sanderson, David 
Smith, Michael Betts and Neil Jeffers. 
Give thanks for a successful Resources 
Day, sharing different activities and 
projects by the parishes. Pray that 
contacts made will bear fruit. For the 
continuing challenge of finding the 
best way to resource ministry in small 
communities and parishes. Diocesan 
Synod.

TUESDAY 17 Aldermaston and 
Woolhampton: Becky Bevan, Pat 
Bhutta, Janice Macdonald and Hanslip 
Long. For our new curate, Revd Janice 
Macdonald. For our café church at St 
Matthew’s, Midgham. Brimpton School, 
Woolhampton School and Aldermaston 
School. Prisons Week.

WEDNESDAY 18 Basildon with 
Aldworth and Ashampstead: 
Jonathan Sandbach. Give thanks for 
anniversary years at Basildon (50 years 
old) and Aldworth (700 years old); 
for the many people who have been 
involved and the many who have visited 

 
 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
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retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Real and friendly people... not machines!

BUY YOUR INSURANCE BEFORE
CHRISTMAS AND BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE

Call us now and get great prices for Annual, Single Trip and 
Long Stay cover with £10 OFF all policies if purchased this year.

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
the churches. For the small group of 
lay people being trained to help lead 
some of the services in the benefice. 
Bishop Andrew confirming at Newbury. 
Basildon School.

THURSDAY 19 Bradfield and 
Stanford Dingley: Julian Gadsby and 
Lyn Bliss. Bradfield School. 

FRIDAY 20 Bucklebury: Julian 
Gadsby, Michael Kerry and David 
Sammon. Bucklebury School.

SATURDAY 21 Burghfield: Gill Lovell, 
Alison Jones and Kevin Lovell. For 
continued growth and depth of faith for 
the church, especially for children and 
young parents. For the new baptism 
outreach to families. St Mary’s School. 

MONDAY 23 Pangbourne with 
Tidmarsh and Sulham: Heather 
Parbury, Andrew Bond and Jennifer 
Nutt. For the ministry team and the 
different congregations of St James the 
Less, St Laurence and St Nicholas in 
our three villages, that we may grow in 
unity as we serve our communities and 
share the good news of Jesus Christ.

TUESDAY 24 Purley: David Archer and 
Andrew Mackie. Give thanks for the 
success of the fresh expression, Singing 
for Fun  –  a welcoming group offering 
a fun afternoon of singing familiar 
songs, friendly repartee, tea and 
biscuits. The group meets weekly in 
the church and at Christian festivals 
includes a short informal service. For 
wisdom as the church continues to 
explore with the DAC plans for a major 
building redevelopment project to 
accommodate the growing numbers 
in the church and so that it can better 
serve the community. Purley School. 
Inauguration of the new General Synod.

WEDNESDAY 25 Stratfield 
Mortimer and Mortimer West End 
with Padworth: Paul Chaplin. For the 
work and ministry of the Mortimer 
Branch of the Royal British Legion and 
the religious education initiatives at St 
Mary’s School and St John’s School. 

THURSDAY 26 Sulhamstead 
Abbots and Bannister with Ufton 
Nervet: Will Watts. Give thanks for a 
successful project to re-roof the church, 
which now looks absolutely lovely. 
For Churchwardens Ros Coulson and 
Dorcas Green and the PCC exploring 
new ways of engaging with the school 

and the communities served by St 
Mary’s. Sulhamstead and Ufton Nervet 
School.

FRIDAY 27 Deanery of Aston and 
Cuddesdon: Alan Garratt, Simon 
Richards, Sue Tibbles, Michael Powell, 
David Heywood, Beau Stevenson and 
Janet Pickard. For the small rural 
churches with ageing and dwindling 
congregations. For the clergy needs 
of the deanery: vacancies, newly 
appointed and approaching retirement. 
Also for all working clergy (present 
incumbents, self-supporting and 
retired). 
 
SATURDAY 28 Shotover Group 

Ministry: Nigel Hawkes, Michael 
Grantham, Richard Bainbridge, Marian 
Brown, Albert Eastham and Lucy Betts. 
For the continued working together of 
the parishes in this new benefice. For 
the clergy and people as they discern 
God’s purpose for the Church in their 
communities. Wheatley Academy. 

MONDAY 30 Beckley, Forest Hill, 
Horton cum Studley and Stanton St 
John: Andrew Pritchard-Keens, Hugh 
Lee and David Bendor-Samuel. For a 
blessing on the youth in Beckley School 
and our churches. For a wonderful 
celebration of the birth of Jesus in 
December. Beckley School.

The Revd Geoffrey Bayliss will take up 
post as Team Rector of Cowley; The Revd 
Catherine Vaughan will take up post as Vicar 
of Owlsmoor; The Revd Charles Draper 
will take up post as Vicar of Wolvercote and 
Wytham; The Revd Alan Bradford will 
be leaving his post as Associate Minister at 
Bracknell; The Revd Robert Simmonds 
will take up post as Associate Minister at 
Reading Holy Trinity; The Revd Nicholas 
Cheeseman will take up an additional post 
as Priest in Charge at Reading Holy Trinity; 
The Revd Neil Watkinson will take up 
post as Associate Minister at St Andrew 
and St Mary Magdalene, Maidenhead; The 
Revd Anne Ilsley will be retiring from her 
post as Associate Minister in the Dorchester 
Team; The Revd Malcolm Hunter will be 

leaving his post as Co-ordinating Chaplain at 
Aylesbury HMYOI; The Revd Canon John 
Saunders will be retiring from his post as 
Associate Priest at Newton Longville and 
Mursley with Swanbourne, Little Horwood 
and Drayton Parslow.
The following have been given permission to 
officiate: The Revd Canon John Saunders; 
The Revd Gillian Briggs; The Revd 
Stephen Bushell; The Revd Stephen 
Wilson; The Revd Sarah Bourne; The Revd 
Dr Christopher Sugden; The Revd Dr 
Helena Barrett.
We recall with sadness the deaths of:  
The Revd Edward Coombs; The Revd 
Graham Sanders; The Revd Dr John 
Emerton; The Revd Peter Knight.

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold. 

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.     Amen.    

Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 1 All Saints Bishop Alan confirming at 
Aylesbury.

SUNDAY 8 Remembrance Sunday For the Education 
Department at Diocesan Church House.

SUNDAY 15 Bishop Alan confirming at Milton Keynes and 
Claydon. Bishop Colin confirming at Radley College. Lord 
Carey confirming at Wellington College.

SUNDAY 22 Christ the King Bishop David Jennings 

confirming at Headington Quarry. Bishop Colin confirming 
at Headington School; St Andrew’s, Headington and St 
Andrew’s, Oxford. Bishop Alan confirming at Buckingham. 
Bishop Andrew confirming at Caversham; Maidenhead and 
Windsor. 

SUNDAY 29 Advent Sunday; St Andrew Bishop Andrew 
confirming at Sonning and Twyford. 
 
A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2015 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  

Coming and Goings
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in November

thedoorpost

Courses and Special Events
A Winter’s Stillness: A silent retreat for women  - 
Monday 9 November to Friday 13 November at Claridge 
House, Surrey. Phone 01342 832 150 for details. 
 
Death and Dying: Real life experiences  - 13 November 
at Sobell Study Centre, Oxford. This study day is for those 
who work with patients or carers who are towards the end 
of their lives and who wish to explore the dynamics of 
death and dying. Cost: £90 (including lunch).  Phone 01865 
225886 or email ssc@ouh.nhs.uk for details. 
 
Introduction to Lay Ministry - 14 November from 10am 
- 4pm at Diocesan Church House. This course is one of the 
Local Discipleship and Ministry courses. This day is for 
LLMs in training and other interested learners who want 
to explore the theology of ministry, lay and ordained, and 
issues of support and supervision. Cost £20 (bring packed 
lunch). See www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk for booking details. 
 
OxonSpice Pre-Advent Quiet Day - Saturday 14 
November from 10.30am to 4pm at the Soltau Centre, 
Stubbings. OxonSpice invites clergy spouses to a pre-Advent 
quiet day led by The Revd Meg Heywood. Refreshments 

provided but bring a packed lunch. Places limited. Email 
oxonspice@yahoo.co.uk or phone 07780 954879 for details 
and to reserve a space. 
 
‘Is it I Lord?’ - 14 November from 10am to 4pm at St 
Laurence Church, Reading RG1 1DA. A day exploring what 
it means to be a young priest in the Church of England. 
Further details and booking information at www.is-it-i-lord.
eventbrite.co.uk 
 
Self-Care: Strategies for Resilience and Stress 
Management: Friday 20 November at Sobell House, Oxford 
from 9.30am to 4.30pm. This day is for anyone willing to 
share their own experiences and learn strategies for coping 
with stress. Cost: £90 (includes lunch). Phone 01865 
225886 or email ssc@ouh.nhs.uk for details. 
 
Oxford Centre for Spirituality Growth – Advent Quiet 
Day: 28 November at St Giles Church, Oxford from 10.30am 
to 4.30pm. Cost: £15.  The day will be led by Revd Canon 
Edmund Newey, the Sub-Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, 
and Revd Georgie Simpson. See www.ocsg.uk.net for 
details.

SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER
Headington:  Choral Evensong 
followed by afternoon tea to celebrate 
the Patronal Festival of All Saint’s 
Church OX3 7AU. All welcome. 
 
Dorchester-on-Thames:  A vigil for 
migrants throughout the world will be 
held at Dorchester Abbey from 6.30pm 
to 9.30pm. Join us for some or all of the 
time. Phone 01865 340633 for details. 
 
Oxford:  After Eight informal worship 
and talk at Christ Church Cathedral at 
8pm. Theme: Personal Saints - ‘St Hild, 
Abbess of Whitby’ with Prof Sarah Foot. 
See www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral for 
details.
 
MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER
Reading: Café Theologique talk at Zero 
Degrees Bar, Bridge Street at 7.30pm. 
‘How does God answer prayer in a 
scientific universe?’ with Prof David 
Wilkinson. Email chaplaincy@reading.
ac.uk for details.
 
WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER
Oxford: The Oxford Council for 
Christians and Jews invite you to a film 
night at 7.30pm at the Oxford Jewish 
Centre, OX2 2JL. Email oxfordccj@
gmail.com for details. 

SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER
Standlake: A concert by Oxford Welsh 
male voice choir in St Giles’ Church at 
7.30pm. Tickets £10, including wine 
and nibbles. Tel: 01865 300849 or 
01865 300807. 
 
Wallingford:  A concert of the 
Langtree Sinfonia will be held in St 
Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Tickets 
available on the door or phone 0118 
9415498. Adults £10, Students £5, 
Under 16s free. 
 
SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER
Tilehurst: Remembrance service at St 
Michael’s at 9.30am followed by silence 
at 11am.
 
MONDAY 9 NOVEMBER
Bicester:  St Edburg’s Foundation at St 
Edburg’s Church at 7.30pm. Come along 
and hear the stone mason talk about 
his summer of work restoring the south 
parapet. Refreshments and a short 
AGM during the evening. All welcome. 
Email puddick4xa@btinternet.com.

WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER
Headington: Forest Church meeting 
at the Coach House, Quarry Road, 
Headington Quarry at 7.30pm.  This 
is for anyone interested in plans to 
get small Forest Church groups going 
in Oxfordshire. Email tim_stead@
btinternet.com for details. 
 
Oxford:  A service of Remembrance will 
take place at Christ Church Cathedral at 
10.45am.
 
THURSDAY 12 NOVEMBER
Holmer Green: Lunch Club at the 
Church Centre HP15 6XQ from 
12.30pm to 2.30pm, serving hot soup, 
a roll, piece of cake and tea/coffee for 
£1.50.  

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER
Cowley: Christmas Gift and Craft Fair 
at St James Church Centre OX4 3LF 
from 10am to 2pm. Refreshments, 
homemade cakes and crafts - also meet 
Father Christmas. 
 
SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER
Witney: Lower Windrush Choral 
Society concert – Mozart’s Requiem and 
Vivalid’s Gloria at 4.30pm in St Mary’s 
Church. Tickets £10. Phone 01993 
773283.
 
THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER
Oxford: The Retired Clergy meeting 
will begin at 10.15am in the Priory 
Room at Christ Church Cathedral, 
followed by talk by Canon Vincent 
Strudwick  – ‘Is the fat lady singing? 
The Church of England: its history, its 
present and its future’. Phone 01865 
761476 or email davidcknight45@gmail.
com for details.

SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER
Kidlington: One World Market at 
Exeter Hall OX5 1AB from 10am to 
4pm. Stalls with goods that are fairly-
traded or from recycled/up-cycled 
materials. Information on energy 
saving and much more. Activities for 
all the family. Refreshments. Email 
kidlingtononeworldmarket@gmail.com 
or phone 01865 375916. 
 
Botley: A Christmas fair at St Peter 
and St Paul Church Hall from 10am to 
2pm. Crafts and gifts. Refreshments. 
Free entry. 

Cippenham: Leading Intercessions 
– How to lead your church in prayer 
led by Dom Andrew Johnson (Prior of 
Alton Abbey) at St Andrew’s SL1 5RE 
from 9.30am to 12 noon. Phone 07812 
741279 or email jillbell123@hotmail.
co.uk for details.

MONDAY 23 NOVEMBER
Reading: Café Theologique talk at Zero 
Degrees Bar, Bridge Street at 7.30pm. ‘If 
Freud was right, why are psychoanalysts 
embracing spirituality?’ with Dr Alistair 
Ross. Email chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk 
for details.

SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER
Oxford: Advent service based on the 
collects from the Book of Common 
Prayer at St Michael at the North Gate 
at 3.30pm, followed by refreshments. 
Phone 0118 9580377 or email gpwild@
btconnect.com for details. 
 
Headington: All Saints’ annual 
Christmas bazaar in aid of the 
Children’s Society will be opened by 
Andrew Smith MP at 11am. Email 
cehodgkinson@aol.com for details.

Cowley: St James Church Café open 
10am to 1pm. Come along for tea/
coffee, homemade cake/bacon butties, 
bric a brac, cards and books. For 
information and to book a table phone 
07901895825.

SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER
Amersham: Advent Sunday services 
at St Michael’s and All Angels. 10am: 
Eucharist service with incense. 6pm: 
Candlelit Advent carol service. Phone 
01494 726680 for details. 
 
Cookham: Advent carols by candlelight 
at Holy Trinity Church at 6.30pm. 
 
Headington: Advent carol service at 
All Saints’ Church at 6pm followed by 
refreshments. All welcome. 
 
Bicester: Trinity Camerata family 
concert at St Edburg’s Church at 
3.45pm. Music on winter theme for 
all ages: ‘The Snowman’, ‘Troika’, 
‘Nutcracker Suite’ and others. 
Snowman/winter themed fancy dress 
encouraged. Snowmen and all children 
free. Adults £10 - tickets on the door. 
See www.trinitycamerata.org

Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a voluntary 
adoption agency, rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 
We welcome all kinds of adopters for all kinds of 
children, regardless of age, race, cultural background, 
religion, marital status or sexual orientation. Connecting the Adoption Circle

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

Milton Keynes:  01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Adoption information evenings: First Wednesday of every month 6.30pm-8.00pm

Venue:  SFCS, Collis House, 48 Newport Road, Woolstone, Milton Keynes, MK15 0AA

RELAX! WITH UP TO 4,000 USED CARS 
PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY 
CHECKED AND GUARANTEED

YOU’RE SURE TO FIND 
YOUR PERFECT CAR!

AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

PART
EXCHANGE
WELCOME

NATIONWIDE
DELIVERY

TO YOUR DOOR

BRAND NEW  
CARS AVAILABLE

ALL MAKES

FULL
HISTORY
CHECK

FLEXIBLE
FINANCE

AVAILABLE

*Based on personal Contract Hire (PCH) payment profile 9+47. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity 
may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction.

Call 0845 122 6910
autosave.co.uk

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.7 CDTi 5DR 
ECOFLEX EXCLUSIV SILVER 97K

11 REG

£5915NOW
ONLY

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF  
1.6 TDi 105 S 5DR RED 69K

61 REG

£6999NOW
ONLY

NISSAN QASHQAI 1.6  
(117) ACENTA 5 DOOR BLUE 42K

12 REG

£9800NOW
ONLY

CITROEN C1 1.0  
VTi TOUCH 3 DOOR

.00 PER
MONTH*

NOW
ONLY

BRAND NEW

48 MONTHS (9+47)
£119

CHEVROLET SPARK  
1.0i+ 5DR BLACK 23K

12 REG

£4686NOW
ONLY

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com


